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MHay- Yoanne Flamand

Untangle Those Threads! Joanne Flamand

Join us for our virtual guild meeting via Zoom and enjoy Joanne’s
special presentation. Joanne will take us through the tangled mess
of thread and educate or remind us all about this important notion.
If you have any specific questions for Joanne, please email them to
me asap (program@edqg.ca). Joanne will answer your question
during her presentation, but would like a heads-up to prepare the
best answer.

Our fellow guild member, Joanne Flamand describes herself as a
"maker" ever since she can remember. A long history of sewing,
knitting and crafting led to a longarm quilting career when she
B purchased her first longarm quilting machine, the APQS Millie in
o 2012.

Nearly three years ago she became the Owner and Creative Director
of "SPOOLS: The Workshop" in Leduc, AB. SPOOLS provides longarm quilting services, longarm quilting
classes, specialized computer classes, APQS Machine Sales and a variety of fun quilting and sewing classes.
Joanne has taught across Canada and at Quilt Market, representing both Wonderfil Specialty Threads and
APQS Canada. As a Wonderfil Thread Educator, she has provided content and samples for their blog,
longarm newsletter, and helped customers with questions on threads at quilt and trade shows.

“Choosing threads for your projects can create more questions than you may have answers! | hope to
provide some understanding and clarity to your thread knowledge to assist you in your future projects,
from machine or hand piecing, machine or hand quilting, thread embellishment, and machine embroidery
work. Choosing the right thread from your very first stitch will affect the result of your finished project.”

For more information and helpful hints about the Wednesday, May 20th Zoom
virtual meeting, see page 10
Zoom "doors" open at 7:00 pm and the meeting starts at 7:15 pm
Chat will be open for 15 minutes after the end of the meeting
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President’s Reflections

When this edition of Quilt Connection arrives in your inbox, it is my
hope that this will be the view out my front window. This amur cherry
brings so much beauty and joy each spring, and while black knot is its
enemy, my husband carefully prunes it each year hoping to prolong its
life. This tree for me is “perfection” and yet, it is twisted, gnarled and
past its prime. What is “perfection”? An Egyptian proverb says, “a

| beautiful thing is never perfect”.

During this time, many of us are in some form of isolation and are
spring cleaning our quilting rooms or inspired by the “WAAITT Challenge”, have been organizing,
discovering flimsies, UFQ’s, works in progress and so much more. During that process, we often
find a piece that we know that we will never finish — often our internal “quilt police” whispers the
words “look at all the imperfections, it will never be perfect”.

As quilters, the concept of perfection is pervasive. There are articles and books and tutorials to
help us make “perfect” points, “perfect “ quilt blocks, tools to help us make “perfect” cuts, and
often our reason for not finishing a quilt is our inability to make it “perfect”. We look at the quilts
of others and see “perfection”.

Yes, by all means strive for perfection but work to finish. And when that cannot happen, the
comments by Victoria Findlay Wolfe are great advice. During her interview on Quilt Alliance’s
Story Bee, Victoria spoke about the genesis of her quilt ‘Double Edged Love” and how it began as
another quilt, for which she had no emotional connection. She “cut it up” and took it to a new
place. That new place was “Double Edged Love” but sometimes that new place is another quilter’s
home.

In this uncertain time, we often hear the expression “be kind” and | believe that we need to apply
this to ourselves. “Be kind” to yourself — while you see the “imperfect”, the recipients of your gifts
do not. Your grandchild sees your love, the first responders see your gratitude, the veteran sees
your appreciation for their service, the person fighting cancer sees your compassion, and oh yes,
other quilters see “beauty” ...

To everyone this month, “be kind”, “see beauty” and “keep well”.
- Susan Mooney, President president@edqg.ca

It's that time again...Auditors Needed!

EDQG is looking for two members to volunteer to review the books
and records for the organization for the period July 1, 2019 to June
30, 2020. Nothing further will be done until the year end is over and it
is safe to gather and conduct the review. The EDQG Bylaws state
that the audit may be conducted by two EDQG members who serve
as volunteers in conducting the annual audit of the organization. An
audit by a professional accountant is not mandated.

If you are interested in putting your name forward, please contact
secretary@edqgg.ca by June 1, 2020.
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GUILD GRANTS REMINDER

Due to COVID-19, a change was made this year and submissions
are to be emailed only. The Guild Grant applications are due on May
20, 2020 via email to president@edag.ca

There are two different grants available:

1. The Continuing Education Grant
This grant is available to an individual to attend a workshop or
course of your choice. Grant funds may be used towards
registration, travel costs, accommodation and/or supplies. The
winner of this grant is required to give a presentation to the guild
at a regular meeting.

Proposals must include the following information:

e a description of the workshop you wish to attend,

e the potential benefits of sharing your experiences with the
guild, and

e apersonal statement regarding your experience as a quilter.

2. The Education Grant
This grant is available for an individual to develop and deliver a
one-day workshop to members of the guild. This is your chance
to create and teach a workshop based on your own experience
as a quilter. It is not necessary to be a seasoned instructor to
apply for this grant; rather, it is a unique opportunity for any
interested member of the guild to develop her/his teaching skills
and grow as a quilter.

Proposals must include the following information:
e adescription of the proposed workshop you want to teach,

e a personal statement describing your experience as a quilter,
and
e inrecognition of copyright issues, a statement indicating that
the proposed workshop is not based solely on the work of
others.
- Susan Mooney, President

COMMUNITY SERVICE MAY 2020
Just a quick reminder!

Are you passionate about making quilts for Community
Service? EDQG is looking for members who are particularly
interested in this program. If this is you, please email
secondvp@edqgg.ca and let us know.

If you have a quilt top that needs batting and or backing,
please email the dimensions of the batting and or backing
required to secondvp@edqg.ca. Arrangements can then be
made to get this to you.
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MEMBERSHIP

Starting in June, we will accept completed membership applications and payment for
2020/2021 guild year.

Membership fees are $70 for Regular Members and $55 for Senior Members. The
updated membership application form will be on the EDQG website in June.

- Dorothy Johansen, Membership Chair

PROGRANM

THE W: Ae Al Tas Tocwa IS OVER CHALLENGE

Thank you for your interest and participation in the W.A.A.L.T.T. Challenge. Please let me clarify
this initiative, as | believe there may be some confusion.

Part 1. SURVEY
h} I’'m thrilled with the response to Survey — which was conducted through
Survey Monkey. To date, | have received 67 responses. | will share the
feedback received in the fall, when we (hopefully) return to regular in-
person meetings. Your feedback is appreciated; you DO NOT need to
register for the Challenge to offer your feedback in this survey. If you
have not yet completed this survey, please do so via this link:
W.A.A.LT.T. SURVEY:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TK235RD

SurveyMonkey

THE W, A. AL T Teee IS OVER CHALLENGE Part 2: CHALLENGE ENTRY
The W.A.A.LT.T. (we are all in this together) is Over Challenge
In an attempt to motivate, inspire, and capitalize on quarantine quilting
time, the WAAITT Challenge was organized. Members are asked to
participate by officially registering (see below), which will allow you to be
eligible for some fabulous prizes.

WAAITT Challenge Entry

e Complete the entry form:
https://Iwww.edgg.ca/limages/program/2019 2020/WAAITT%20Challenge%20Entry%20for
m%20-%201%20page%20pdf.pdf (See WAAITT form at end of newsletter.)
o Print the form and hand write to complete; use the category headings to identify your

project status

o Scan your completed entry form, attach to an email, and send to me (program@edqg.ca)
o OR - send me an email with the names of your projects in each category

e You DO NOT need to be buddied up with another member to participate. If you do not wish to
be assigned a partner, please let me know.

e Share your progress on the EDQG Members Only Facebook page (please).

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Kim Caskey 780-288-9008;
program@edqg.ca.

Check out this quilt blogger, Jessica Dayon's 30-Day Quilter's Spring Cleaning Challenge! Jessica
will sure to provide you with additional motivation and inspiration to clean up your studio and get
organized! http://jessicadayon.blogspot.com/2020/04/quilters-spring-cleaning-30-day.html

Stay safe, stay healthy and keep sewing!
- Kim Caskey, Program Chair
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Treasurer’s Report

The 2020/2021 budget was approved at the April 22nd, 2020 Board meeting. This budget is on
the website https://www.edgg.ca/images/admin/2019t02020/Budget%202020%202021.pdf
and will be presented at the Guild "Zoom" meeting on May 20th. Please note that this is a 9-month
fiscal year and is a transitional year as the by-laws have been approved. If you have any
questions at all, please take a moment and email me so that I'm able to address it accurately.

- Charlene Marshall, Treasurer (treasurer@edgqg.ca)

CQA Gateway Challenge

Congratulations to the winner of the EDQG
Gateway to Adventure Challenge, Kathy
Logan de Chavez, for her quilt “Eyes Wide
Open”. Kathy’s quilt garnered the most votes
from guild members in the online survey, and
garnered a gift certificate from Joy Quilts in
Ardrossan. Kathy’s artist statement

says: "The greatest gateway to adventure is
through imagination. Who hasn'’t read a story
and been transported to a different world? |
have included quotations about reading and
adventure on the books and an excerpt from
an account of a journey to the Amazon in the
background.”

As quilt Canada 2020 has been cancelled,
Kathy’s quilt won’t be making its way to a
national competition after all. | suggest we
honour her efforts and follow her lead by
picking up a book that transports us to a different world, even if only for a little break from
the health crisis that surrounds us.

Many thanks to all eight participants for taking up the challenge and submitting an entry.
We appreciate your enthusiasm and your skill at interpreting the theme and at utilizing
time-honoured and new-to-you techniques.

- Sharon Rubuliak, Gateway to Adventure Challenge Coordinator
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EDQOG Bylaw Update May 2020

With the EDQG Bylaws accepted by Corporate Registry, these new bylaws, which were approved
by the EDQG members, are now in effect. Linda Thorne, Chair of the ad hoc Bylaw Committee,
has created a chart that highlights the changes:

Previous Bylaws Current Bylaws — March 13, 2020
President and two Vice Presidents New names: Chair and one Vice-Chair
Secretary Same: Secretary
Treasurer Same: Treasurer
Past President New name: Past Chair

Four new Directors:
Director, Community Outreach (Community Services and Quilt
Show)
Director, Education (Program, Retreats)
Director, Governance (Endowment, Membership)
Director, Member Services (Communications, Library)
e Equals nine members on the board
Transition year- four of the positions for one year; four for two

years
e Board members must have been an EDQG Member for two

years
Board positions were one-year term Positions are all for a two-year term (except in the transition year)

e Committee Chairs are no longer Board Members; committee
activities are reported to the Board Members via the Directors.

Committee chairs were Board Members e Cannot be a Board Member and a Committee Chair at the same
time

e Committee Chairs appointed by the Board.

¢ Financial year end March 31

Financial year end June 30 e Transition year - nine-month budget for 20/21

e AGMin June
AGM in September e Transition year - 2019/2020 board members retain board
positions until election at AGM in September 2020

Elections in June
At least eight (8) program meetings per year
Nine (9) board meetings a year

[ ]
Elections in May :
o Dispute resolution rules added.

e Membership year unchanged: September 1 to August 31
e Fees must be paid by end of September to retain member
status; no half year memberships

Two-month grace period to pay dues.
Half-year memberships.

With this mind, our Past President (Kathy Strawson), who is still responsible for chairing the
Nominations Committee, has a message for all of us. (next page)
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Board Nomination

To begin with, it was so wonderful to see so many of you last month during our Zoom virtual
guild meeting. These are interesting times we are living in, and we so look forward to connecting in
person again in the future, but for right now, this is our new reality.

Speaking of new realities, we have a new Board structure that is part of the new bylaws. Corporate
Registry has approved our bylaws and we are looking for eight Board members. These are the
Chair (instead of President), Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer and four directors: the Director
Community of Outreach, the Director of Education, the Director of Governance, and the Director of
Member Services.

The flow chart below explains in detail what each of these Directors would be responsible to do
and which committees that provide valuable service to the guild they will oversee. While the four
Directors would attend the Board meetings, the Committee Chairs would not attend.

We need your help. Where do you see yourself on that flow chart? Please be in touch with me at
pastpresident@edqgg.ca or call me anytime at 780-222-8112.

— Kathy Strawson, Past President
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Communications May 2020

Who would have thought that we would be finishing off this quilting year without being able to
attend a meeting at The Alberta Teachers Association or without our annual banquet? How can we
possibly share what we have learned or experienced these last few months that we have been
advised to stay in our homes?

Just think what technology has done for us!

Now, for some time we have used our telephones and our computers to stay connected with other
quilters, catching up on what we have been doing.

But what about having a conversation with another quilter, actually being able to show them what
we are working on: not with just a picture from our phone, but actually with a real conversation face
to face on a program like ZOOM?

So, guess what happened on our first ever ZOOM EDQG Program meeting on April 15? Who
would have ever thought that we could enjoy our monthly program meeting without leaving our
house? That we could enjoy that meeting while stitching right in our own home?

Who did we see at that virtual meeting? Yes, we saw many of us whom we would have seen at our
meeting had it been at ATA. But there were several people at the meeting who might not have
come because they don’t care to drive at night or were too far away or simply did not want to
venture out that evening.

Now, don’t get excited. I'm not promoting that you all sign up on Zoom and I’'m not suggesting that
we replace our traditional EDQG Program meetings. But | would like us to stretch our imagination
to consider what can be learned from this time of isolation brought on by Covid19. Are there
learnings that may be of a benefit to us as a quilting community?

Drop me an email with your ideas. communications@edqg.ca .
Hear from you soon.

- Darlene Hayward, Communications

Cdmenton Testival q/ Oheitrs

Feature Quilter Nomination

The 2021 Quilt Show Committee is asking all Edmonton & District Quilters’ Guild members to start

thinking and talking among yourselves. Who do you think is deserving of being nominated as the

FEATURE QUILTER to be honoured by the Guild? What are some of the characteristics you might

consider in your nomination?

e Regularly attends guild meetings, workshops and events

e Continually strives to learn new things and evolve as a quilter, whether within the guild or the
larger quilting community

e Supports the Guild by active involvement in various activities

e Shares quilt knowledge and skills with others

e Stands out as a person we are proud to recognize as a quilter, friend, mentor, teacher and all-
around good community member

e Any other characteristics that you feel make them worthy recipients of this honour

All Guild members are eligible for nomination (with the exception of previously awarded feature
quilters). The nominee must be EDQG member in good standing, must agree to let their name
stand for the nomination and must be available and agree to display their works at the 2021
Festival of Quilts (including setup on Friday, June 4 and display on Saturday and Sunday June 5
and 6). (next page)
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So, get together with a few quilt guild friends (three members need to support the nomination) to
discuss possible candidates. Then, start preparing your written nomination. Submissions must use
an anonymous format to list the characteristics that you feel make this person worthy to serve as
the next FEATURE QUILTER - 500 to a maximum of 1,000 words.

Selection will be made by a committee composed of three non-guild members.

The nomination forms will be available on the website in September — an announcement of that
availability will be sent by blast and will also be included in the September newsletter. Submissions
must be received by 11 p.m. on Friday, October 16, 2020.

The person selected as the 2021 FEATURE QUILTER will be announced at the November 18,
2020, EDQG meeting.

- Darlene Conroy, Quilt Show Committee

Virtual Meeting Information and Helpful Tips

The May EDQG meeting will again be held by virtual meeting. For most
of us, holding meetings in this way was/is new and we are in learning
mode. It was wonderful to have 62 members join in and have the
opportunity to see one another and chat in April. We look forward to

having more of you join in this month.

If you're new to Zoom, here's what to expect.

Once you click on the invitation link, you will follow a series of prompts. If this is your first
time on Zoom, there may first be a prompt inviting you to download a Zoom application to
your computer or cellphone. This should only take a few seconds. After that, YES, you
want to join the Zoom meeting, and YES, you want to use your computer audio to
participate.

Next, you'll see a screen on which, one by one, familiar faces will start to appear with their
names under their picture. It's a bit like looking at Hollywood Squares or the Brady Bunch
opening sequence. You can view all of the faces by clicking on the blue arrow to the right of
the faces and scrolling through the group, or you can click on "Gallery" (the little box
composed of cubes in the top RH corner) and see everyone all at the same time.

At the bottom of your Zoom screen, you'll see a task bar. If you allow your cursor to hover
over it, you'll see, from left to right, an option to mute or unmute your microphone and to
stop or continue the video from your personal screen (i.e. you can hide if you're having a
bad hair day!) During the Zoom time, if you're not speaking, it's wise to mute your personal
mic, if only because then it keeps us all from hearing your cat, your dishwasher, and your
cuckoo clock in the background of the call. When you want to chime in again, simply
unmute your mic.

There is a Chat function on Zoom! If you click on "chat" in the middle of the task bar at the
bottom of the Zoom screen, a narrow pale screen will appear to the right of

the Zoom screen. You'll see a little box at the bottom of the pale screen where you can type
in comments. You can send those comments to "everyone" = all the folks who have
appeared for the Zoom time, or you can scroll down a list within that comments area and
find a particular friend to whom to send a private message. That message will only appear
on your screen and the other person’s screen.

If, during the call you receive a message onscreen that says "your internet connection is
unstable” (it happens), then consider turning off your personal video in order to use less
bandwidth and stabilize your connection. You'll still be able to see and hear everyone else.

Thank you to Brandis Purcell for this helpful information.
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The following is specific to our EDQG Zoom meeting:

1. An e-blast will be sent out a couple of days before the meeting so you will need to be sure
to check your email. The e-blast will contain a link that you should either click or tap and it
will bring to you to the waiting room for the Zoom meeting. You do not need to have a
Zoom account to join the meeting. This is a private meeting, though, so you will need to
wait to be admitted.

2. The meeting time will be included in the e-blast information and the first 15 minutes will be
open for chatting and sharing with one another.

“Shining the Spotlight” is a feature of Quilt Connections that focuses on EDQG members. Do you
know an EDQG member who you would like to see featured? Send your recommendations to
newsletter@edqgg.ca.

Just as this issue was ready for the “printer”, we learned that the Canadian Quilters’ Association
had made the difficult (but understandable) decision to cancel Quilt Canada for 2020. And while
we are disappointed that our members will not be teaching in Edmonton, we want to congratulate
them for the honour of being selected. Congratulations to Kim Caskey, Gerda da Vries, Brett Lewis
and Corey Ralph!

This month EDQG is pleased to “Shine the Spotlight” on: Corey Ralph

Corey has been an artist in one way or another since he was a small child.
Growing up in the small fishing village of Bellevue, 90 kms west of St.
John’s, NL, Corey was very lucky to be surrounded by inspiring natural
beauty. Bellevue is a close-knit community of approximately 350 residents.
As a child, he was part of the church choir and performed in Church and
community concerts led by one of my most influential mentors and friends,
Rosalind Pinsent.

Corey's parents provided him and his two brothers with all the experiences
necessary for an enriched upbringing. His father taught the boys to be
honourable young men and the value of hard work, while his mother taught
discipline, how to cook and how to be respectful. Corey is grateful for their
continued love and support as he explores the things he loves!

In 1999, Corey graduated from Memorial University of Newfoundland with a Bachelor of Music
(vocal performance) Degree and a Bachelor of Education Degree. He spent 9 years teaching in
the public school systems in both Newfoundland and Alberta. In that time, he worked with many
talented students and staff in music and fine arts. In 2008, he completed a Masters in Business
Administration from the University of Washington, Seattle. Upon completion of this program, he
embarked to start a consulting company in the IT sector. The industry and work he has garnered
has been consistent and financially rewarding... but he lacks passion for the work!

Needing an outlet for his creative side, Corey found quilting in the fall of 2014. He was inspired to
make his first quilt after seeing a quilt his mama had complete some years earlier. It was a
pinwheel pattern, that she built with love and passion. When he arrived back in Alberta after a
short visit back home, he visited Earthly Goods Quilting, met Patti, purchased fabric and the rest is
history!
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In 4.5 years, Corey has completed 65 quilts and has a UFO pile reaching close to 20 items! He
has traveled across Canada, the US and Europe to learn from mentors, teach and visit quilt
shows. He is particularly proud of being named the 2017 recipient of the Ponnie Brinkman
Scholarship which afforded him the opportunity to study with Ricky Tims in La Veta

Colorado. Additionally, he is honoured to represent his home province in the Share Jane and
Worldwide Whispers projects, which in part, have been organized by Kim Caskey, another mentor.

Corey's quilting journey has been fast and furious! He loves the creative process, from drafting
designs, piecing, quilting, learning and even binding!

Corey was thrilled to be part of an outstanding lineup of lecturers and teachers scheduled for Quilt
Canada in June 2020.

All in person EDQG activities are cancelled until further notice. We will update you as the
situation evolves. Events still listed will be updated as information is received.

Quilt Canada 2020 has been cancelled. Quilt Canada 2021 is scheduled for June 15 to 19, 2021,
in Toronto, Ontario.

Newsletter Submissions: Email your submission to newsletter@edqgg.ca . Please use EDQG
Newsletter as the subject line. Your submission should include your name and contact information.
We encourage submissions from members such as book reviews, articles about the
accomplishments of guild members (Shining the Spotlight), upcoming events of interest to quilters,
information on free patterns, websites, tips and tricks or new quilting ideas or techniques. We
reserve the right to edit articles. If you are including photos with your submission, you must include
information about the person or group to be given credit for the photo and confirmation of
permission to publish the photos with your submission. We reserve the right to publish
submissions without photos if the necessary information and permissions are not provided.
Website Submissions: email your submissions to the webmaster, Charlene, at
webmaster@edgg.ca. The same rules apply to pictures submitted for posting on the website as
apply to pictures submitted to be printed in the Newsletter

Newsletter Ads: email requests to Darlene Hayward, Communications Chair:
communications@edqgg.ca

Check the website regularly for additional news: http://www.edqg.ca/

Deadline for submissions to the June 2020 newsletter:
Friday, May 29, 2020
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W.A.A.L.T.T. Challenge Entry Form

NAME:

EMAIL:

FLIMSIE

OH SO CLOSE

UFO

WiIp

DREAM BIN
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