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Dear Edmonton and District Quilters' Guild,
With a new school year right around the corner, we can’t wait to safely
welcome students and researchers back into the Anne Lambert Clothing and
Textiles Collection.
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Over the past year, we have used the collection’s artifacts for wonderful
faculty and undergraduate student virtual exhibitions, including Innerwear:
Liminal Dressing 1820-2020. But the past year has still reminded us how the
internet can never replace the experience of studying historical artifacts in
person. The joy of discovery with one’s own eyes and hands was in short
supply. This highlights the importance of your gift towards preserving and
protecting our collection to reach as many learners as possible.
Today, we are writing to thank you for your gift supporting the Anne Lambert
Clothing and Textiles Collection’s conservator fundraising effort. We are also
excited to provide you with an update on how your generosity makes it
possible to prepare the collection for this upcoming return to campus and for
years to come.
Pink Evening Dress
Unknown maker, United Kingdom, ca. 1880s.
Plain and brocaded silk faille.
Human Ecology’s Anne Lambert Clothing and
Textiles Collection (1987.27.1).
Black Ribbon Neck Ribbon with Ornament
Late 19th- early 20th century.
Silk, brass, and rhinestone.
Human Ecology’s Anne Lambert Clothing and
Textiles Collection. Donated by Shirley
Ronaghan (1989.8.21).
Ivory Silk Satin Shoes, ca. 1900-1905.
Human Ecology’s Anne Lambert Clothing and
Textiles Collection. Donated by Robert Folinsbee
(1992.3.1ab).
Paper hair by Loretta Yau.
Photograph by Anne Bissonnette.

LEARN MORE

In April 2020, the University of Alberta placed funds received from you and
280 other donors towards the textiles conservator fund in an endowment.
Proceeds from this endowment have already been used to protect and restore
essential items in this collection. In 2019, we hired a conservator to stabilize a
18th-century men’s suit made of striking silk velvet. This suit was a focal point
of Part One of the Dress & Escapism series that began on June 30, 2020, with
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a virtual exhibition that focused on late 18th and early 19th-century dress and
curatorial practices.

We continue to raise funds towards our goal of $3 million to create an
endowed textile conservator position to permanently cater to the use, storage
and well-being of artifacts in the collection. In the meantime, we have taken
further steps to protect our artifacts. In April 2021, with funding from the
Faculty of Agricultural, Life & Environmental Sciences, we replaced a moisture
alarm system to safeguard the collection against flooding. With consultation
from colleagues at Edmonton-based museums, we are planning equipment
upgrades and space reorganization to increase our emergency preparedness.
Each of these steps supports our preventive conservation goals.
We look forward to sharing more news with you as we approach our
fundraising goal and establish this crucial position. Should you have any
questions regarding your gift to the Textile Conservator Fund or the Anne
Lambert Clothing and Textiles Collection, we encourage you to contact
Katherine Irwin at k atherine.irwin@ualberta.ca or 780.884.2118.
Thank you, once again, for ensuring our collection is available for future
generations to see, touch and learn about history first-hand.
Sincerely,
Vlada Blinova
Collections manager, Anne Lambert Clothing and Textiles Collection
Anne Bissonnette
Curator, Anne Lambert Clothing and Textiles Collection
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Giving Project
Putting the Past into Perspective
Improving Improvised PPE: A Custom-fitted, Low-cost, and Reusable DIY
Respirator with a Removable Filter
Towards Transparency, Accuracy, and Reproducibility: Exploring British and
North American Key Works on Pattern Research with Clothing Artefacts,
1954-2020

READ MORE:
How a gift of life insurance will help Anne Lambert's legacy live on
The Anne Lambert Clothing and Textile Collection's former conservator is
preserving items for years to come
With two degrees in one, ALES grad turns passion for fashion into a dream
career
Virtual exhibit explores blurred lines between private and public fashion
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1-15 Human Ecology Building
University of Alberta
Edmonton, AB T6G 2N1
Have feedback to share? Email alesalumni@ualberta.ca.
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